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The great object of the king appears to
have been general conversion; of his people
first, and of all the nations with whom he
had communication or alliance. A know-
ledge of the high moral tone., and meta-
physical subtilties of Buddism, leads to the
conclusion., that Asoka must have been
richly endowed by nature with a mind
capable of appreciating a faith so far purer
than the Brahminical., yet one he had
doubtless been instructed to despise. When
Alexander the Great arrived on the banks
of the classic Indus, Buddism was in its
most flourishig condition in Western India;
its pontiffs were protected, its tenets pub-
lished by missionaries both abroad and at
home, and the wealthy, and the great,, in-
terested in its support. It is difficult to
learn, how its great enemies,, the Brahmins,
gradually undermined its influence, and
regained their sway; but as years passed
on,, the power of Buddism dwindled,, its
holy places were forsaken, the images of
the Jains were set upon the ancient altars